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Item 10(a) - Notice of Motion from Mr Jones on Climate Change 
 

Amendment by Ms Lord 

 
This Council notes that humans have caused climate change, the impacts of 

which are being felt around the world.  Global temperatures have already 
increased by 1 degree Celsius from pre-industrial levels.  Atmospheric CO2 levels 
are above 400 parts per million (ppm).  This far exceeds the 350 ppm deemed 

to be a safe level for humanity.  In order to reduce the chance of runaway Global 
Warming and limit the effects of Climate Breakdown, it is imperative that all 

countries should reduce our carbon equivalent (CO2eq) emissions from their 
current 6.5 tonnes per person per year to less than 2 tonnes as soon as 
possible.  Councils around the world are responding by declaring a ‘Climate 

Emergency’ and committing resources to address this. 
 

This Council believes that all governments (national, regional and local) have a 
duty to limit the negative impacts of Climate Breakdown, and local governments 

that recognise this should not wait for their national governments to change 
their policies.  It is important for the residents of West Sussex and the UK that 
cities commit to carbon neutrality as quickly as possible. 

 
Councils like West Sussex are uniquely placed to lead the world in reducing 

carbon emissions – for example because of their capacity for local energy 
generation, such as running our own solar farms and promoting solar energy 
take up among local organisations and residents, supporting the greater use of 

electric powered vehicles both in the private and public sector and for personal 
use, and investing further in public transport. 
 

West Sussex is already suffering from flooding problems, and a significant 

proportion of its population and a large number of its settlements are based in 
coastal areas which would potentially be devastated by a rise in sea levels 

caused by continual global warming.  The consequences of global temperature 
rising above 1.5°C are so severe that preventing this from happening must be a 
number one priority, and bold climate action can deliver economic benefits in 

terms of new jobs, economic savings and market opportunities (as well as 
improved well-being for people worldwide). 

 
This Council therefore calls on the Cabinet to: 

 
(1) Declare a ‘Climate Emergency’; 

 

(2) Pledge to attempt to make West Sussex County Council carbon neutral 
by 2030, taking into account both production and consumption emissions; 

 
(3) Call on the Government to provide the powers and resources to make the 

2030 target possible; 

 



(4) Work with other councils to determine and implement best practice 
methods to limit Global Warming to less than 1.5°C; 

 
(5) Continue to work with partners across the county and region to deliver 

this new goal through all relevant strategies and plans; 
 

(6) Set up a Task and Finish Group to look into the matter in greater detail; 

 
(7) Consider the creation of a Voluntary Organisation Forum and a 

Citizens Assembly to examine and assess policy options and to 
facilitate and enable actions within our communities and by 
residents to contribute towards these goals; and 

(87) Consider whether it would be advisable to take into account  Incorporate 

climate change impacts assessments into all decision and officer 
reports, plans and reviews put to the Council, including, when 
considering planning applications, or taking part in consultations, 

commenting on reports, plans and reviews put to the Council;  
 

(9) Incorporate responsibility for delivering against these goals into 

the portfolios of each Cabinet Member and Executive Director; and 
 
(108) Report to full Council within six months with the actions the Cabinet and 

Council will take to address this emergency and provide a progress 
report at six-monthly intervals thereafter. 


